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MAKING   HAND-BOWLS.

If a boy has made himselt useful during- his first two years he has
gained much valuable information for future application. H'e has
been kept busy, and thus secured efficient training for the eye and
hand by having many little jobs given him to try his skill upon, by
which he has assisted his tutor and partly repaid him for the care
and attention received while watching over him and directing his
initial work. If, on the other hand, he has been negligent and afraid
he would do too much, his progress is likely to have been a little slow,
for few men care to help a boy who shows a desire to shirk his duty.
After the writer was made to understand why he had been placed in
that old shop, he was usually the first to arrive and the last out, and
became much attached to the trade; particularly after having seen the
first half-dozen bright copper tea-kettles finished and cleaned ready
for the show-room, he looked forward to the time when he could imi-
tate them.

When the tinning season is past and no more stove-pipe is likely
to be wanted, and jobbing work is slack, the stock is reviewed, and
usually about the first things that are wanted are hand-bowls, which
supply the work for advancing the boy a step further. Copper hand-
bowls furnish an excellent initial lesson, because while the work to
be executed in making them may not necessarily call for the finest
finish, yet a boy who is interested in his work may display his best skill
here and make preparation for the better work which is to follow.
Then again, if the bowls are to be tinned inside an opportunity is
offered to try his hand at the tinning process, seeing that this also
does not have to be done as carefully as in the case of cooking utensils.
Copper hand-howls were made in three sizes, and called small, middle
and large. The small size when finished was 8 inches in diameter,
the middle size 8J4 inches and the large 9 inches. The bodies were
cut the following dimensions :

Length.          Width.           Diameter of bottom.

Small................      24                  3%                            $%

Middle...............      26                  3^                            6

Large,...............      28                  4
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